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In the heart of the Arabian Desert, where ancient traditions collide with
modern luxury, I embarked on an extraordinary journey that would forever
alter my perspective on the world. For 500 days, I lived as an insider within
the royal family of Saudi Arabia, experiencing firsthand the opulence,
intrigue, and cultural complexities of one of the world's most secretive
societies.

A Window into a Hidden World

My adventure began when I was invited to work as a tutor to the young
prince, a bright and inquisitive boy of eight. With each lesson, I delved
deeper into the intricacies of Saudi Arabian culture, from the ancient
customs of the Bedouin tribes to the modern influences shaping the
kingdom.

The prince's family welcomed me with open arms, treating me as one of
their own. I was granted access to their lavish palaces, where every
surface glittered with gold and marble. I attended formal banquets where
royalty from across the Middle East gathered in opulent attire. And I
witnessed the private moments of a family deeply rooted in tradition, yet
embracing the challenges of the 21st century.

Opulence and Extravagance

Saudi Arabia's wealth is legendary, and I marveled at the extravagant
displays that surrounded me. The prince's personal fleet boasted a Rolls-
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Royce Phantom and a Mercedes-Maybach S-Class, while his private jet
whisked us away to exotic destinations.

But beyond the material riches, I discovered a deep appreciation for Saudi
Arabian culture. The prince's family held traditional falconry events, where
master falconers showcased their skills in the ancient art of hunting with
these majestic birds. I was invited to witness the annual camel race, a
spectacle that drew thousands of spectators to the desert sands.

Intrigue and Power Struggles

Beneath the opulence and cultural charm, I sensed an undercurrent of
intrigue and power struggles. The royal family, like any other, was subject to
internal rivalries and external pressures. I witnessed the subtle maneuvers
by ambitious courtiers and the occasional whispered gossip of palace
secrets.

As Saudi Arabia underwent a period of political and social reform, I
witnessed firsthand the tensions between traditionalists and modernizers.
The prince's father, a wise and respected elder, navigated these challenges
with a deft hand, balancing the need for progress with the preservation of
cultural heritage.

Bridging Two Worlds

My time with the prince was not without its challenges. As an outsider from
a Western culture, I had to navigate the complexities of Saudi society,
respecting the customs while maintaining my own values. There were
moments when I felt isolated and misunderstood, but I persevered,
determined to bridge the gap between our different worlds.



Through the prince, I gained a unique perspective on the challenges facing
Saudi Arabia and the region. I learned about the country's aspirations for
development and its determination to play a positive role in global affairs. I
also witnessed the challenges of balancing tradition with modernity in a
rapidly changing society.

A Farewell to Arabia

After 500 unforgettable days, it was time for me to bid farewell to the royal
family and the country that had become a second home. As I boarded the
flight that would take me back to my own world, I carried with me memories
that will last a lifetime.

My journey into the heart of Saudi Arabia had been a transformative
experience. It had opened my eyes to a culture rich in history, tradition, and
opulence. It had taught me the importance of embracing diversity and
respecting different perspectives. And it had left me with a deep
appreciation for the complexities and challenges of a nation poised at the
crossroads of tradition and modernity.

In the years since my time in Saudi Arabia, I have often reflected on the
lessons I learned during those 500 days. The memories of the desert
sunsets, the vibrant souks, and the warmth of the Saudi Arabian people
continue to inspire me. And I remain grateful for the opportunity to have
witnessed, firsthand, the hidden world of a prince and his family.
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allure to the concept of barn finds - classic or unique cars that have been
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Trauma is a pervasive issue that affects millions of people worldwide.
Bessel van der Kolk's groundbreaking book, "The Body Keeps the
Score," has revolutionized our...
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