
Infernal Bones: Exploring the Elemental
Dungeon of Jonathan Smidt
In the realm of tabletop role-playing games, the dungeon stands as a
timeless challenge, a testing ground where heroes face their fears and
forge their legends. And among the countless dungeons that have been
created over the years, few can rival the sheer brilliance and complexity of
Infernal Bones, a masterpiece crafted by the legendary game designer
Jonathan Smidt.
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Released in 1983 as part of the Advanced Dungeons & Dragons (AD&D)
module, Infernal Bones is a dungeon of epic proportions, spanning multiple
levels and filled with an array of deadly traps, cunning monsters, and
enigmatic puzzles. What sets Infernal Bones apart, however, is not just its
size or its complexity, but its unique elemental theme.

The Elemental Symphony
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At the heart of Infernal Bones lies a symphony of elemental forces, with
fire, ice, and stone vying for supremacy. The dungeon's first level, known
as the Fire Pits, is a blazing inferno, where molten lava flows through
winding tunnels and flaming creatures stalk the shadows. The second level,
the Ice Caves, is a frozen labyrinth, where jagged icicles hang from the
ceiling and the air is thick with frost. The third and final level, the Stone
Labyrinth, is a maze of twisting corridors, where boulders crash down from
the ceiling and pillars of rock block the way.

Each level of Infernal Bones poses its own unique challenges, forcing
players to adapt their strategies and use their wits to survive. In the Fire
Pits, they must navigate the scorching heat and avoid falling into deadly
lava traps. In the Ice Caves, they must contend with slippery floors and
freezing temperatures that can sap their strength. And in the Stone
Labyrinth, they must find a way through the treacherous maze while
avoiding being crushed by falling rocks.

The Masterful Design

What truly makes Infernal Bones stand out is the masterful way in which
Smidt combines these elemental challenges with traditional dungeon
elements. The dungeon is filled with a variety of traps, from simple
pressure plates to complex puzzles that require players to use their brains
as well as their brawn. There are also plenty of monsters to fight, from fire-
breathing salamanders to ice-cold elementals and towering stone golems.

Smidt's attention to detail is evident throughout Infernal Bones. The
dungeon is filled with rich descriptions, vivid imagery, and thoughtful
encounters that bring the world to life. There are hidden passages to



discover, secret chambers to explore, and a wealth of lore and backstory to
delve into.

A Legacy of Adventure

Since its release in 1983, Infernal Bones has become a classic of the
tabletop RPG genre. It has been praised for its innovative design, its
challenging gameplay, and its immersive world-building. The dungeon has
been featured in numerous articles and books, and it has inspired
countless other designers and game masters to create their own elemental-
themed dungeons.

Today, Infernal Bones remains a popular choice for dungeon masters
looking to provide their players with a truly epic adventure. The dungeon
can be played as a stand-alone module or as part of a larger campaign. It
is suitable for characters of all levels, but it is especially challenging for low-
level parties.

Whether you are a seasoned veteran of tabletop RPGs or a new player
looking for a thrilling adventure, Infernal Bones is a must-play. Its elemental
theme, masterful design, and enduring legacy make it one of the greatest
dungeons ever created.

Tips for Adventurers

If you are planning to adventure into Infernal Bones, here are a few tips to
help you survive:

Be prepared for anything. Infernal Bones is a dungeon of surprises, so
expect the unexpected.



Bring a variety of spells and abilities. You will need to be able to deal
with fire, ice, and stone challenges.

Be careful about your movement. The dungeon is filled with traps, so
be sure to check your surroundings before you move.

Work together as a team. Infernal Bones is a challenging dungeon, so
it is important to work together to overcome its obstacles.

Don't forget to have fun! Infernal Bones is a classic adventure, so
make sure to enjoy the experience.

So gather your party, prepare your spells, and get ready to descend into
the Infernal Bones. Adventure awaits!
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In the realm of automotive enthusiasts, there exists an almost mythical
allure to the concept of barn finds - classic or unique cars that have been
left...
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Trauma is a pervasive issue that affects millions of people worldwide.
Bessel van der Kolk's groundbreaking book, "The Body Keeps the
Score," has revolutionized our...
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