
The Complete Guide to Oil Painting Tools and
Materials for Painting with Oils

Are you looking to start painting with oils? Or are you an experienced
painter looking to expand your knowledge of oil painting tools and
materials? This guide will provide you with everything you need to know
about the essential tools and materials for oil painting.

1. Oil Paints

Oil paints are made from pigments suspended in a drying oil. The most
common drying oils are linseed oil, poppy seed oil, and walnut oil. Oil
paints are known for their rich colors, long-lasting durability, and versatility.
They can be used to create a wide range of effects, from thin glazes to
thick impasto strokes.
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2. Brushes

Brushes are an essential tool for applying oil paints. There are many
different types of brushes available, each with its own unique properties.
The most common types of brushes for oil painting are bristle brushes,
sable brushes, and synthetic brushes.

Bristle brushes are made from the hair of pigs or boars. They are stiff
and durable, making them ideal for applying thick layers of paint.

Sable brushes are made from the hair of the sable. They are soft and
flexible, making them ideal for applying thin glazes and fine details.

Synthetic brushes are made from man-made materials. They are
durable and affordable, making them a good choice for beginners.
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3. Canvas

Canvas is the most common surface for oil painting. It is made from a
sturdy fabric that is stretched over a frame. Canvas is available in a variety
of textures and weights. The most common textures are fine, medium, and
coarse. The most common weights are 8 ounce, 10 ounce, and 12 ounce.
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4. Palette

A palette is a surface on which you can mix and store your oil paints.
Palettes are available in a variety of shapes and sizes. The most common
shapes are rectangular and oval. The most common sizes are 10 inches by
14 inches and 12 inches by 16 inches.
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5. Thinners

Thinners are used to dilute oil paints. They can be used to create a variety
of effects, from thin glazes to thick impasto strokes. The most common
thinners are linseed oil, turpentine, and mineral spirits. Linseed oil is a
slow-drying thinner that is ideal for underpainting. Turpentine is a fast-
drying thinner that is ideal for glazing. Mineral spirits is a medium-drying
thinner that is ideal for general painting.
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6. Varnishes

Varnishes are used to protect oil paintings from dirt, dust, and moisture.
They are also used to add a glossy or matte finish to paintings. The most
common varnishes are damar varnish, copal varnish, and polyurethane
varnish. Damar varnish is a natural varnish that is easy to apply and
remove. Copal varnish is a synthetic varnish that is more durable than
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damar varnish. Polyurethane varnish is a very durable varnish that is often
used on outdoor paintings.

These are just a few of the essential tools and materials for oil painting.
With the right tools and materials, you can create beautiful and lasting
works of art.
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