
The Henry Laboucan Story: A Journey
Through Time and Resilience
The story of Henry Laboucan is a testament to the resilience and
determination of the Métis people. Born in 1813 at Grand Portage,
Minnesota, Laboucan was the son of a French-Canadian father and a Cree
mother. His early life was spent in the fur trade, where he learned the skills
of hunting, trapping, and canoeing.
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In the 1830s, Laboucan moved west with the fur trade, and in 1842 he
established a Métis settlement at St. Paul des Métis, Alberta. This
settlement became a major center for Métis culture and politics.

Laboucan was a skilled orator and diplomat, and he played a leading role in
the Métis resistance to British expansion. In 1870, he was elected president
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of the Métis Provisional Government, which briefly controlled a large
portion of Western Canada.

After the defeat of the Métis at the Battle of Batoche in 1885, Laboucan fled
to the United States. He eventually returned to Canada, but he lived out his
days in poverty.

Laboucan's story is a reminder of the challenges that the Métis people
have faced throughout their history. But it is also a story of hope and
resilience. Laboucan was a man of courage and determination, and his
legacy continues to inspire Métis people today.

Early Life and Education

Henry Laboucan was born on March 15, 1813, at Grand Portage,
Minnesota. His father was a French-Canadian fur trader named Pierre
Laboucan, and his mother was a Cree woman named Marie-Anne Goulet.
Laboucan's early life was spent in the fur trade, where he learned the skills
of hunting, trapping, and canoeing.

In 1826, Laboucan's family moved to Fort Edmonton, where he attended
school for a brief period. He also learned to speak English and French.
Laboucan's education was relatively limited, but he was a bright and
intelligent man who was eager to learn.

The Fur Trade

In the early 1830s, Laboucan began working as a fur trader for the
Hudson's Bay Company. He traveled extensively throughout the Northwest,
and he quickly became one of the company's most successful traders.



Laboucan's success as a fur trader was due in part to his skills as a hunter
and trapper. He was also a skilled canoeist, and he was able to travel long
distances in a short amount of time.

In addition to his skills as a trader, Laboucan was also a skilled diplomat.
He was able to build relationships with the Indigenous people of the
Northwest, and he was often able to negotiate favorable deals for the
Hudson's Bay Company.

The Métis Settlements

In the 1840s, Laboucan began to establish Métis settlements in the
Northwest. These settlements were located on the outskirts of the Hudson's
Bay Company posts, and they provided Métis people with a place to live
and work.

Laboucan's first Métis settlement was established at St. Paul des Métis,
Alberta, in 1842. This settlement quickly became a major center for Métis
culture and politics. Laboucan was elected as the settlement's first chief,
and he served in this role for many years.

Under Laboucan's leadership, St. Paul des Métis grew and prospered. The
settlement became a center for agriculture, trade, and education. Laboucan
also established a church and a school in the settlement.

The Métis Resistance

In the 1860s, the British government began to expand its control over the
Northwest. This expansion led to a series of conflicts between the British
and the Métis people.



Laboucan was one of the leaders of the Métis resistance to British
expansion. He fought in the Battle of Seven Oaks in 1869, and he was
elected president of the Métis Provisional Government in 1870.

The Métis Provisional Government was a short-lived government that
controlled a large portion of Western Canada. However, the government
was defeated by the British at the Battle of Batoche in 1885.

Later Life and Legacy

After the defeat of the Métis at Batoche, Laboucan fled to the United
States. He eventually returned to Canada, but he lived out his days in
poverty.

Laboucan died on December 27, 1899, at the age of 86. He was buried in
the St. Albert Mission Cemetery in Alberta.

Laboucan's story is a reminder of the challenges that the Métis people
have faced throughout their history. But it is also a story of hope and
resilience. Laboucan was a man of courage and determination, and his
legacy continues to inspire Métis people today.
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Barn Find Road Trip: Unearthing Hidden
Automotive Treasures
In the realm of automotive enthusiasts, there exists an almost mythical
allure to the concept of barn finds - classic or unique cars that have been
left...

Workbook for Bessel van der Kolk's "The Body
Keeps the Score": A Comprehensive Guide to
Healing Trauma through Mind-Body Integration
Trauma is a pervasive issue that affects millions of people worldwide.
Bessel van der Kolk's groundbreaking book, "The Body Keeps the
Score," has revolutionized our...
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