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The iconic photograph of the Girl in the Green Sweater, taken by George
Silk in 1940.

The photograph, captured by George Silk in 1940, has become an
enduring symbol of hope amidst the chaos and devastation of the Second
World War. It depicts a young woman, her head bowed, standing before the
bombed ruins of a building, her green sweater a beacon of resilience
against the backdrop of destruction.

Unveiling the Identity of the Girl

For decades, the identity of the girl in the photograph remained shrouded in
mystery. In 2017, however, painstaking research by historians and
genealogists revealed her name: Betty Knox. Born in London in 1922, she
was a 17-year-old auxiliary nurse at the time the photograph was taken.

The Story Behind the Photograph

On September 19, 1940, the day the photograph was captured, London
was subjected to a heavy aerial bombardment by the German Luftwaffe.
Betty and her fellow nurses were tending to the wounded at the Central
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London Hospital when the building was struck by a bomb. In an instant,
chaos ensued, and the nurses were forced to evacuate the building.

As Betty emerged from the rubble, she saw a group of firefighters
struggling to put out a fire in a nearby building. Impelled by a sense of
compassion and duty, she rushed to their aid, her green sweater a stark
contrast against the charred remains of the city.

A Symbol of Hope and Resilience

The photograph of the Girl in the Green Sweater was published in
newspapers around the world, and quickly became a symbol of both the
resilience of the British people and the hope for a better future amidst the
devastation of war.

Betty Knox's story is a testament to the indomitable spirit of humanity.
Despite witnessing the horrors of war firsthand, she chose to focus on
helping others and offering a message of hope to a world torn apart by
conflict.

The Legacy of the Girl in the Green Sweater

Today, the legacy of the Girl in the Green Sweater continues to inspire and
unite people around the world. Her image has been used in countless
books, articles, and films, and her story has been told to generations of
students.

Betty Knox passed away in 2019 at the age of 96. However, her spirit and
the enduring message of hope and resilience she embodied continue to
live on.



The Girl in the Green Sweater is an enigmatic figure who has captured the
hearts and imaginations of people for decades. Her story is a poignant
reminder of the horrors of war, the resilience of the human spirit, and the
indomitable power of hope.

As we look to the future, let us draw inspiration from the legacy of the Girl
in the Green Sweater. Let us strive to be beacons of hope in our own
communities, and work together to create a world where peace,
compassion, and resilience prevail.
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